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Award-winning pho-
tographer Kim Bates
will be sharing tips of
the trade during a semi-
nar at the Gilmer Coun-
ty Library Thursday,
Jan. 31, at 6 p.m. The
lecture will cover the
basics of digital photog-
raphy and aspects of art
in general such as com-
position. 
“I’d love to invite any-

body who is interested in
diving deeper … who is
interested in making

better pictures,” he stat-
ed, emphasizing he will
be teaching how to
manipulate a digital
camera’s settings so it
can be taken off auto-
matic. 
As Bates shared with

the Times-Courier, he
has been interested in
art since childhood. 
“I grew up with (the

photographs) in Nation-
al Geographic and Life
magazine,” he recalled.
“They became part of my
memory bank … what
makes (still photogra-
phy) really special is you

can capture a brief
moment in time and
they’re permanent. They
stay with us … (and
allow) you to store your
memories in a visual for-
mat.”
“I started working in a

darkroom developing
film and printing photos
in high school,” he con-
tinued, explaining he
has had a camera all his
adult life and enjoyed
taking some photojour-
nalism classes in college
as part of his art degree.
“For me (photography) is
a passion and I’m fortu-

nate to be able to enjoy
it. Some people paint
pictures with a brush; I
do so with a camera. It
makes me happy.”
Bates credits advance-

ments in digital photog-
raphy technology with
increasing his enjoy-
ment of the art form.
Today he works as a pro-
fessional freelance pho-

tographer who often
takes pictures at wed-
dings and special events. 
He is also president

and co-founder of Chero-
kee Photography Club in
Canton, president of
North Georgia Camera
Club Council and secre-
tary on the executive

Maybe it’s because I
grew up out West and
faced snowy winters

every year.
Maybe it’s
because I’ve
become a little
jaded after liv-
ing in Georgia
nearly 30
years and
sunny South-
ern California
the previous
15 years.
I’m still

amazed at how Southerners
panic whenever there’s even the
hint of snow in the forecast.
Last week’s prediction of 1-2

inches of snow in the Atlanta
area drove the local TV weath-
ermen into full-fledged
Armageddon mode. I watched
several newscasts during the
evening and every one of the
weathermen went into disaster
mode about the impending
storm. They had dispatched
crews to Trenton, Rome, Cedar-
town, even Ellijay for live
reports. Later, they broke into
regular programming to give
updates before rehashing every-
thing again on the 11 o’clock
newscasts.
Alas, nary a snowflake was

seen at my house or anywhere
in Ellijay that I heard about.
Parts west of metro Atlanta
received some snow, but nothing
major.
Two years ago, we had a cou-

ple of severe snowstorms that
had us homebound for several
days. 
Being on the board of the

Buckhorn Property Owners
Association, I received several
calls then from residents want-
ing the board to do something
about clearing the roads. There
are 13 miles of privately main-
tained roads in Buckhorn and
two main roads that are county
maintained. Even if you could
get out of your driveway and
onto Whitepath or Boardtown,
you weren’t assured you can get
much farther. 
Obviously, we don’t have the

equipment or ability to clear off
the mountainous roads in Buck-
horn.
My suggestion, then and now,

is be prepared. If you have med-
ical needs, stock up on any med-
ications you might need. Make
sure you have water, food and
batteries … in case the power
goes out. Or find somewhere
else to stay until the roads are
cleared. 
The best advice is to stay

home.
We have several Buckhorn

residents who moved here from
Florida or other non-snow
areas. One newcomer from
Florida I talked to shortly after
they moved in was terrified of
driving on our mountain roads
— and this was in the summer.
I warned her about the coming
winter.
My mother likes to say that

getting old isn’t for sissies. Liv-
ing in the mountains isn’t
either.
Appreciate the beauty and

charm of living in our moun-
tains. But accept the fact that
Mother Nature likes to visit
from time to time with snow or
tornadoes. It goes with the terri-
tory.
It’s good to be prepared and

forewarned. Today’s technology
gives weathermen tremendous
tools to predict the weather.
They can tell you within min-
utes of when and where a
severe storm will be. That tech-
nology isn’t always foolproof,
but a couple of inches of predict-
ed snow shouldn’t be considered
a disaster — unless you live in
the South, I guess.
I love living in the mountains.

I like the changing of the sea-
sons, even when it gets cold.
But I can do without the “crying
wolf” weathermen on TV when-
ever there’s a chance of snow.
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Ranger District
seeks comments

on proposed
adventure races

Incident management 
in schools discussed

at Safety Summit meeting

Photography tips focus 
of Jan. 31 library lecture
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Photographer Kim Bates, right, will be sharing composition and digital cam-

era tips during an upcoming lecture at the Gilmer County Library Thursday,

Jan. 31, at 6 p.m. Above, a serene image of rock formations off the coast of

Bandon, Ore., is an example of his artistic work. 
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A Safety Summit Stakeholders Meeting was held at the Gilmer County School

System’s central office Thursday, Jan. 17. At bottom, Gilmer County Sheriff’s

Office representative Lt. Mike Gobble welcomes attendees from the school sys-

tem, Gilmer County EMA, Ellijay Fire Department, Ellijay Police Department, East

Ellijay Police and Gilmer Fire and Rescue. The gathering was designed to pro-

vide a forum for representatives from local municipalities and the county to

work together in creation of plans for incident management as it relates to local

schools. In regular meetings, they discuss responses to a variety of situations

including lockdowns, active shooters and natural disasters. According to

school system director of operations Erick Hofstetter, shown at top addressing

the group, plans are in the works to hold a coordinated emergency response

training exercise over spring break.  

From Staff Reports

The Conasauga Ranger District of the Chatta-
hoochee-Oconee National Forest has received
applications for special use permits for two adven-
ture races — the Double Top 100 on March 2-3 in
Gilmer, Fannin and Murray counties, and the
Twisted Ankle Marathon and Half-Marathon on
May 18 in James H. “Sloppy” Floyd State Park
(Chattooga County).
The district is seeking comments on the propos-

als and the public is encouraged to participate by
providing them by Feb. 15, according to a news
release. 
The Double Top 100 will take place on existing

National Forest System roads and trails for 100
miles, with approximately 250 runners expected to
participate. Forest roads used will include parts of
FS roads 3, 3A, 10, 630, 18, 90, 90A, 68, 64 and 64A.
Trails used will include Rock Creek ORV, Pinhoti 3,
South Fork and the Benton MacKaye (from Watson
Gap south to Bushy Head Gap). 
The event will consist of a 100-kilometer segment

(Ft. Mountain State Park to Buddy Cove Gap), and
a 100-mile segment (Ft. Mountain State Park to
Bushy Head Gap). The race will start and end at
Fort Mountain State Park via the Pinhoti connec-
tor. Race marshals will be in place at all major
intersections, including the intersection of the Pin-
hoti Trail and Highway 52, and at FS roads 68 and
64. More information is available upon request. 
The Double Top 100 was previously authorized

on the Conasauga Ranger District in March of
2012, according to the release. 
“During the event, communications were less

than adequate and local EMS, Forest Service law
enforcement and other personnel were dispatched
to facilitate the incident,” the release states without
identifying the incident. A “thorough review” was
conducted and organizers will be required to meet
several designated safety and weather contingency
guidelines before this year’s event. 
Approximately 350 runners and 100 spectators

are expected for the Twisted Ankle races at James
H. “Sloppy” Floyd State Park. A “Friends” of the
state park organization is advocating for the event.
Most of the races will take place on National Forest
Service lands in Chattooga County, according to the
release. 
“This event was approved in 2011 and no

resource or safety issues were identified, thus no
resource concerns are expected,” the release states.

See Lecture page 3D

See Races page 3D
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