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The tranquility of a
Cartecay neighborhood
was shattered Sunday
morning when multiple
shots rang out leaving
three people wounded
and alarmed neighbors
calling 911.

Authorities said the
shooting spree was drug-
related.

When Jessica Roberts
heard the gunfire, she
immediately knew it
wasn’t her father out

shooting his rifle.
“It happened suddenly,

10 or 15 shots,” she said
Tuesday. “My mom ran
up to my house and said,
‘They’re shooting each
other!’ I told her to get in
the house and then I saw
a guy running up the
road carrying a gun.”

Roberts said the man
who lived across the
country road from her,
James Michael Stafford,
was following the man in
his car, driving fast. She
said she called 911 and
reported, “people are

shooting each other.”
The Feb. 10 shooting is

alleged to have taken
place to “collect a debt” in
a drug deal, authorities
said. The melee left three
people with gunshot
wounds and led to a
search by law enforce-
ment agencies for
Stafford, 49, the owner of
the property at 573 Sim-
mons Drive who took the
woman who was living
with him — who was one
of the wounded — to the
hospital, and then fled on
foot.

Stafford had still not
been found late Tuesday,
and is not believed to be
armed.

Sheriff’s office deputies
responded to the call of
multiple people being
shot around 11:30 a.m.,
according to a news
release. Deputies found
Ricky Silvers and Ben
Forrest, both with gun-
shot wounds to the head.
Riding with them to the
residence to collect the
money from Stafford,

Drug-related shooting leaves 3 wounded
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“No,” was the reply
from both a gun store
owner and a pawn shop
proprietor when asked if
they’d ever seen guns
and ammunition move
so quickly during what’s
usually considered a
slow season.

Gun  Pro Shop  owner
Jim Gray said the weeks
after Christmas have
been unusually busy at
his store, which special-
izes in sales of firearms
and ammunition.

“I’ve never seen any-
thing like this. There’s
been constant traffic
through the store,” said
Gray. “After hunting sea-
son is over, you would
usually expect January
and February to be dead.
But we did more busi-
ness in January than we
did in December and it’s
continued right on into
February.”

Gray, a certified gun-
smith and avid hunter,
said his sales of hand-
guns, rifles and ammo
started picking up short-
ly after the November

2012 presidential elec-
tion. 

Following the Sandy
Hook  Elementary
School shootings in New-
town,  Conn., last
December, even more
people started coming in
his shop to buy guns or
have their old ones
repaired. Not all of them

are locals.
“We’re a vacation and

second home community
so there’s a lot of traffic
up and down the high-
way. They see our sign
and come in. People in
the (Atlanta) area come
up here because some
things are sold out
(where they are),” said

Gray.
Talk of gun control leg-

islation has also kept
business brisk at Gray’s
shop.  

“The two things (that
have happened) are the
election and the Sandy
Hook shootings. It’s been
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Becoming old enough
to drive meant Larry
Tankersley could borrow
the family car and pick

up his sweetheart, Doris
Pritchett, for a date —
and it took all of $3.

“It was a dollar to
replace the gas in the car,
getting something to eat
was $1.50, and on occa-

sions when we
went to
t h e
drive-in
m o v i e
in Blue
Ridge —
it was not
that often
— it was 50
cents apiece,” he
recalled.

But when his father
had to use the car, he
“hoofed it” two miles
from Northcutt to where
Doris lived on Turnip-
town Road just to get to
see her.

“I never walked it at
night — I’m not that
brave,” he said of the
route along Ray Moun-

tain Road,
known at
the time as
Soapstone
Road. “I
would go
over on a

S u n d a y
afternoon, or

on Mondays in
the summer

when I had a day
off.”

The Tankersleys cele-
brated their 50th wed-
ding anniversary on Dec.
1, and said Monday of
Valentine’s Day week it
appeared fateful many
decades ago they would
spend their lives with
each other. Their “path
together” began at

Northcutt Baptist
Church around 1959,
where Larry and his fam-
ily attended and the pas-

tor, High Puckett, was
the father of Doris’ best
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Larry and Doris Tankersley relax during some rock-
ing chair time at their home off Highway 52 West. 

Guns, ammo, permits in high 
demand during usually slow season
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Sales associate Barry Cowan stocks a .22 caliber rifle at the Gun Pro Shop. The
Ellijay firearms retailer has seen a steady increase in sales of handguns, rifles
and ammunition since the November 2012 election. 

See Guns page 5A

Presidents Day is Mon-
day, Feb. 18, a federal hol-
iday in the U.S., but local
government offices will
remain open, according to
reports.

Gilmer County govern-
ment and the cities of
Ellijay and East Ellijay
will all hold normal busi-
ness hours, although post
offices and banks will be
closed.

Gilmer County Schools

will be closed Monday due
to winter break the week
of Feb. 18-22.

The Times-Courier will
be open from 8:30 a.m. to
5 p.m. with normal dead-
lines for news copy and
advertising in place.

The Ellijay City Council
will holds its February
meeting on Monday at 6
p.m. in City Hall at 197
North Main St. A work-
shop begins at 5:30 p.m.

Presidents Day closures
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SunLink Health Sys-
tems is launching a pro-
gram to buy back 12,000
common shares as a step
toward taking the trou-
bled health care system
private.

The hospital system
currently operates four

hospitals, including
North Georgia Regional
Hospital in Ellijay, in
addition to facilities in
Dahlonega, Houston,
Miss., and Fulton, Mo.
SunLink admits that all
four hospitals are
“underperforming.”

SunLink officals said

NGMC owners buying
back stock to go private

See Stock page 3A
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This residence at 573 Simmons Drive in the Cartecay
community was the scene of a drug-related shooting on
Sunday morning, Feb. 10. Three people were wounded,
one still in serious condition, authorities said. 

Still Valentines after 50 years
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