
Development Authority.
The latter board has not

met for months and five of
the seven members are
serving on expired terms.
At first, Sanford request-

ed a plea for anyone willing
to serve on the board. How-
ever, after more discussion,
it was decided to hold a
meeting with the current
EDA members and see
which of them would be
willing to be reappointed.
Sanford also told the

group that work on the
long-delayed Clear Creek
ball field project would
begin shortly with the
installation of a septic sys-
tem, water well and seeding

of the four planned ball
fields.
“We could begin this work

in March,” he said.
Sanford said the county

has $90,000 in donations
from Amicalola Electric
Corporation to pay for the
initial work and there
might be enough to build a
planned concession area.
However, more funds are
needed for fencing.
Sanford admitted he did

not know how much money
had been raised by the
efforts of Ronnie Thompson
who has been selling com-
memorative bricks and auc-
tioning sports memorabilia
to support the ball fields.
The board also heard a

report from Brandi
Resendez, head of the coun-
ty library about mainte-

nance problems at the
library.
Resendez said many of

the problems have been
solved recently, but some
still remain.
She noted that light bulbs

for one system cost $45
each. “And, we have a lot of
them,” she said.
The lock on the main door

was not working and a citi-
zen was able to enter the
building Feb. 4 when the
library was closed because
of the snowstorm the week-
end before.
A deputy was called to

the scene and the citizen
escorted from the facility
without incident.
“The lock has been fixed

but we still chain it when
we leave at night, just to be
sure,” Resendez said.

could not say if Stafford
was armed or not, and
asked residents not to
approach him but to call
911 if he is sighted.
Until Sunday night with
the vehicle incident,
Nicholson said his officers
and GBI agents were not
attempting to put “danger-
ous pressure” on Stafford
in the hopes he would turn
himself in, but all that has
changed.
“We have warrants for
two counts of aggravated
assault for (Stafford), and
we will probably have
more warrants when we
have time to slow down
due to him almost running
over one of my deputies on
Sunday as he and GBI
agents were attempting to
take him into custody,”
Nicholson said. 

‘Friends’ who 
help fugitive will 
be arrested

Stafford is being helped
by friends in the county,
Nicholson stated, one of
whom has been arrested.
Tanner Burnell, 27, of
242 Llama Lane in the
Rodgers Creek subdivision
— who is the brother of the
woman who was a gunshot
victim, Nicholson said —
has been charged with
hindering the apprehen-
sion of a felon. 
“We intend, at this point
in time, to arrest anyone
who attempts to help
(Stafford),” Nicholson said.
“He’s been getting help
this whole time, getting
people to ride him around
and taking food to him, so
we’re just tired of playing
with him. We’re going to
start putting (those who

help him) in jail so he does-
n’t have any more friends.”
Copeland said four men
arrived at Stafford’s home
Feb. 10 — Lloyd Silvers,
46, his brother Ricky Sil-
vers, 56 (both of Murray
County), Dennis Gravely,
48, of Blue Ridge, and Ben
Forrest of Chatsworth (age
unknown) — to “collect a
debt” from a drug deal,
and that three of them
were armed. A neighbor
reported she heard
between 10 to 15 shots and
then saw Stafford speed-
ing away in a vehicle.
Authorities have been
searching for Stafford for
more than 10 days now,
with the Sunday, Feb. 17,
tip becoming their best
lead.
“We had what we felt
was a bonafide sighting in
that area, and concentrat-
ed our search in the Pleas-
ant Gap Road area,”
Copeland said. “But he
was able to slip away from
us. We’ve been searching
for him very intently.”
Some Pleasant Gap resi-
dents reported several
patrol cars and helicopters
in the area Sunday night,
according to a post on the
sheriff’s office Facebook
page. 
Copeland was asked if he
could speculate why
Stafford was on the run,
since he appeared to be
defending himself against
the four assailants.
“Number one, he’s a con-
victed felon who is not sup-
posed to have a firearm,”
Copeland began. “Two,
he’s on probation and
doesn’t want to go back to
jail.”
Stafford spent time in
prison on a manufacture
and distribution of mari-
juana conviction, accord-
ing to county jail records.

The Silvers brothers and
Gravely have each been
charged with two counts of
aggravated assault, and
Lloyd Silvers has also been
charged with a parole vio-
lation from a past drug
charge that sent him to
prison, according to Whit-

field County Clerk of
Court records.
Ricky Silvers and For-
rest were taken to Atlanta
Medical Center with gun-
shot wounds on the day of
the shooting. Silvers was
released and booked into
the Gilmer County jail

Feb. 12. A medical center
spokeswoman said Tues-
day that Forrest — with a
gunshot wound to the
head, according to
Copeland — was still in
critical condition.
The woman who suffered
a gunshot wound has been

released from North Geor-
gia Medical Center but has
not been charged,
Copeland said.
Anyone with information
about Stafford’s where-
abouts is requested to call
the sheriff’s office at (706)
635-4162 or dial 911.

Fugitive
from 1A
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The end
was in
sight. 
T h e r e

were only
30 more
steps to
climb, but
I came to
a halt on
a wooden
platform
a n d
leaned heavily on the
railing to catch my
breath, hoping to slow
my racing heart. The
chill December air froze
my chest with each gulp
I inhaled. 
It was two days after

Christmas and I’d just
finished conducting an
interview with a man
preparing to run across
the country. 
Far below me on the

winding staircase cling-
ing to the leaf-strewn
hillside beside Amicalola
Falls in Dawsonville, I
could see him — Jack
Fussell. His bright yel-
low LiveStrong ball cap
and bright red running
shirt bobbed merrily
through a group of
tourists as he ran down
to the base of one flight
of stairs, across the
bridge suspended in
front of the 729-foot
waterfall and out of view. 
Gaining semi-control

of my ragged breathing, I
used my last ounce of
willpower to pull myself
up the final stairs.
Admittedly, my motiva-
tion was less about exer-
cise and more about not
wanting Jack to catch
me wheezing so close to
where he left me when

he came bounding back
up the stairs in a sur-
prisingly short space of
time. 
He’d earned a reputa-

tion for being a “Stair-
master” by spending
untold hours running up
and down the immense
flights of steps at the
state park to the east of
Ellijay. Most park visi-
tors — myself included
— are thrilled to huff
and puff their way up
the stairs once so they
can proudly wear a T-
shirt emblazoned with
the words “I survived the
604 steps at Amicalola,”
but as part of his efforts
to achieve better health,
Jack Fussell has taken
the park’s step challenge
to new heights. 
He set and accom-

plished goals to run up
and down the stairs 25,
30, 35, 40 and 50 times
in one day. He accom-
plished this last goal in
July 2011 in 17 hours
and 18 minutes.
Now he’s adopted a

new objective of running
across the country to
raise money and aware-
ness for Alzheimer’s.  
Since that day on the

steps, I’ve enjoyed fol-
lowing his cross-country
progress on his website,
w w w . a c r o s s t h e -
land2013.com, and after
noting his arrival in
Gilmer County Monday
morning, I traveled east
on Highway 52 to chase
him down for another
interview. 
In the course of our

resulting chat, I had
hoped to offer him some
encouragement for the
feat he was pursuing,
but as we sat on the side
of the road and talked, I
quickly realized that I
was getting far more
encouragement from
him than I could hope to
return. He simply
exudes enthusiasm. 
I find Jack to be inspir-

ing not only for his histo-

ry of moving away from
death to renewed health
but also for his willing-
ness to step out of what
is known and comfort-
able to try to make a dif-
ference in the lives of
others. 
I particularly have

come to admire his
humility. While he has
accomplished great feats
that most people would
not even dare to dream
of attempting, his focus
is not on speed or break-
ing records but on mak-
ing the most of the
opportunities to reach
out to others so as to
encourage them to make
the most of their life. His
focus is in the right
place. 
“Society puts too much

emphasis on winning,”
he told me Monday,
recalling how he is dis-
couraged to hear people
use such sayings as
“nobody remembers sec-
ond place” and “winning
isn’t everything; it’s the
only thing.” 
Instead he encourages

others to remember that
the emphasis “should be
on living.”
“Just do your best

every day at what you
do,” he urges. “We hold
ourselves back from all
kinds of stuff because we
don’t think we have
what it takes … I think
we can do everything we
want to.”
He also left me with a

challenge to act now on
the goals that I have,
explaining, “If you wait
until everything is right
to do something, I don’t
think you’ll ever do any-
thing.” 
What wise words. I

hope I, as well as you
dear reader, can put
them into practice in the
weeks ahead. 
For more on Jack

Fussell’s story, see the
Around Town section in
this issue of the Times-
Courier. 

Setting goals to finish the race

Whitney
Crouch

wcrouch@
timescourier.com

Sites ‘linked’ by 
statements

But Owens felt the two
sites were linked based on
the statements of one of the
defendants.
“That was the estimate of

the DEA agents that went
in with some of the local
guys … on the number of
holes there,” he said Mon-
day. “They had already
pulled those plants … dur-
ing our investigation pretty
much it came out that they
had two grows, and one of
the grows was too close to a
populated area so they
decided to move it. Based
on articles of clothing and
other items located at that
first grow, that kinda cor-
roborated our investigation
that they had moved to the
second grow because some
of the articles we found
matched at those two
grows.”
Owens also recalled

either Silva or Ramirez
admitted to having both
grows in their care.
“I can’t remember which

one of the individuals made
those statements, but one of
the two made the state-
ment — because neither

one of them could speak
English — that yes, they
had recently moved to that
location because that first
grow was too close to some
residents,” he said.
Wallace was asked if he

felt the sentence was fair to
his clients.
“We looked at the evi-

dence and thought what
would the likelihood be of
there being a conviction in
that case, and I gave them
all the options,” he replied.
“In the end that’s what they
decided to do.”

Taxpayers off the hook
Sosebee reported there

was a dual outcome in
superior court.
“We were also able to get

a final judgment in a forfei-
ture action that we had

filed on them as well,” she
said. “So we were able to
resolve the criminal action,
as well as a civil action we
had filed on property that
had been seized as a result
of the grow.”
Sosebee did not elaborate

on the seizure of the proper-
ty. She was asked if she was
satisfied with the sen-
tences.
“We were able to get a

resolution of the case,” she
said. “They have been incar-
cerated since July and
unfortunately, because they
had not pled out, the tax-
payers of Gilmer County
were paying to house them
since that time. Now
because of the sentence the
state will actually start pay-
ing that bill and not the tax-
payers of Gilmer County.”

Marijuana
from 1A

Silva Ramirez

BOC
from 1A
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