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markmillican@timescourier.com

An Ellijay woman
involved in what authori-
ties called a two-person
“crime spree” last August
that resulted in multiple
charges against both of
them pleaded guilty in
Gilmer County Superior
Court and received proba-
tion, court records show.
Stephanie Ann Montal-

vo, 30, faced two counts of
entering an automobile,
two counts of theft by
shoplifting, theft by receiv-
ing stolen property, finan-
cial transaction card
fraud, first degree forgery
and possession of less than
an ounce of marijuana. 
She was sentenced Feb.

19 by Judge Roger Bradley
to six years of probation, a

$1,000 fine, 96 to 132
hours of community serv-
ice and to pay $115 in
restitution. She also must
pay court costs and sur-
charges.
Montalvo and Susie

Jane Gaudet, 46, of Ellijay,
were arrested by the East
Ellijay Police Department
in early August for break-
ing into unlocked cars and
taking merchandise out of
a couple of clothing stores.
“What they were doing

was going to the parking
lots and opening cars
(from) people leaving their
cars unlocked with valu-
ables in view and stealing
whatever they could get
their hands on,” said Greg
Arp at the time, the former
police chief of East Ellijay.
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Trail kickoff
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hikers 
See Gilmer Living 1B
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’Cats bounce
from playoffs
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Needed: 115 Donors to provide 
Blood Products to 345 patients

Ellijay Community Blood Drive
Thursday, March 7 • 12–6pm

Ellijay Lions Club
1729 South Main St. • Ellijay, GA

In this issue...
National/State Roundup .........2A
Editorial...................................4A
Church News/People...........6–7A
Obituaries................................8A
The Upside ..............................9A
Gilmer Living ...........................1B
TV Guide..................................3B
Arrest Report...........................4B
Legals..................................5–7B
Car Couple ..............................7B

Sports..................................1–3C

Focus on Education .............4–6C

Health & Fitness .................7–9C

Dixie Divas.............................10C

Around Town ............................1D

Ellijay Every Day.......................3D

Calendar/Puzzles/Movies.......2D

Classifieds...........................4–7D

New CAP Chaplain...................8D

Home burns
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Gilmer County firefighters investigate the remnants
of a fire at an uninhabited residence at 2634 Old
Highway 5 South that began around 3 a.m. Feb. 20,
Gilmer County Fire Chief Tony Pritchett reported. The
blaze, which was estimated to have caused around
$100,000 in damages, was called in by a neighbor.

by Ryan R Rees
rrees@timescourier.com

In an effort to help
develop business in
Gilmer County, the
board of commissioners
held a joint meeting
with members of the
Economic Development
Authority last Tuesday
morning.
The EDA has been

mostly dormant for
months and only two
current members —
John Harrison and

Frank Jones — are serv-
ing unexpired terms on
the seven-person board.
At the meeting, the

c o m m i s s i o n e r s
approved the reappoint-
ment of Ellijay Mayor Al
Hoyle and Renee Dotson
of the Georgia Exten-
sion office to four-year
terms and added BOC
Chairman JC Sanford to
the board until his com-
missioner term ends in
2014.
According to state

statutes, board mem-
bers can continue to
serve on the EDA board
until they resign or are
reappointed or replaced.

Has development 
been ignored?
BOC meets
with EDA
members

GCSO photo

Fugitive James Michael Stafford is led into the jail
by Deputies Kirk Champion (holding him) and Chris
Couch. At right is Sheriff Stacy Nicholson. 

by Mark Millican
markmillican@timescourier.com

Hundreds of hours were
spent by law enforcement offi-
cers over an 11-day period
searching for a fugitive
involved in a Feb. 10 shooting
in Cartecay that authorities
said was drug-related and left
three people wounded.
But after deputies and detec-

tives finally corralled James
Michael Stafford in the Pleas-
ant Hill community, it only
took a few minutes for Daisy —
a bloodhound member of the
Gilmer County Sheriff’s Office
K-9 crew — to sniff him out.
Stafford, 49, was tracked

down Feb. 20 in the woods of
western Gilmer around a mile
from where he had broken into
an unoccupied home on the
shores of Rainbow Lake.
Daisy’s handler, Sgt. Greg
McClure, and Detective Jeff
Shelton took Stafford into cus-
tody, according to a spokes-
woman. 
With Stafford looking more

haggard at the end of his run
than an old booking photo
being circulated to identify
him, the sheriff’s office and res-
idents of the Pleasant Hill and
Pleasant Gap communities
where authorities had been

Assessor board anticipates 
increase in motor vehicle appeals 

by Michael Andrews
andrews@timescourier.com

How to handle an
expected increase in
motor vehicle appeals
after Georgia’s new title
tax law goes into effect
March 1 was a topic of
much discussion as the
Gilmer County Board of
Assessors met Thursday,
Feb. 21.
After the meeting was

called to order, Mitchell
Morgan was unanimously
elected the board’s new
chairman. A two-to-two
vote split between Mor-
gan and now-former
chairman Tom Porter left
the January meeting
deadlocked and its agen-
da suspended till this
month. New board mem-
ber Darren Gaddis also

was present at the meet-
ing –– his first after being
selected to fill the remain-
ing term of Jeff Williams.
Having to keep up with

values for motor vehicles
is not a new duty for the
assessors office, confirmed
chief appraiser Richard
Lamb. However, Lamb
said he expects the new
vehicle tax, which
replaces annual ad val-
orem “birthday” taxes
with a one-time fee of 6.5
percent of a vehicle’s
assessed value on file in
the state database, to cre-
ate an influx of appeals
from vehicle owners dis-
satisfied with their val-
ues.
“We’ve handled it in the

past, but it’s very rare.
I’ve seen maybe two
(motor vehicle appeals) in

the time I’ve been chief
appraiser,” Lamb said.
Vehicle owners who

want to dispute their val-
ues will actually file

appeals with the tax com-
missioner’s office and will
then be contacted about
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Mitchell Morgan, right, leads his first meeting as
chairman of the Gilmer County Board of Asses-
sors Thursday, Feb. 21.

Woman sentenced 
for crime spree 

See Fugitive page 3A
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See Ignored page 5A

      Gilmer Alumni 
vs 

  Pickens Alumni
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Saturday, 
March 9, 2013

7 p.m.
Gilmer HS 

Football Field

Half of PRE-SOLD ticket 
proceeds go to 

GHS Touchdown Club. 
$10 • BUY PRE-SOLD TICKETS:

Jeremy Sellers 706-273-9373
Brent Dotson 706-889-0558

D.J. & Concessions start at 4 p.m.

Fugitive captured in
Pleasant Hill area
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Sgt. Greg McClure (Daisy’s handler) of the
Gilmer County Sheriff’s Office and Detective
Jeff Shelton were responsible for capturing
James Michael Stafford after the K-9 led
them to him. Stafford had broken into an
unoccupied home on Pleasant Hill Road and
was captured a mile away in the woods. At
left is Deputy Bo Hughes, who was also
involved in the search. 
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