
searching let out a deep
breath they’d been hold-
ing. 

At first authorities did-
n’t think Stafford was
armed after the shooting
— at least, according to
eyewitness reports of peo-
ple who saw him drop his
wounded girlfriend off at
North Georgia Medical
Center. But then they
were unsure after he’d
been on the loose for a few
days.

Stafford had been
sought by a contingent of
several agencies after tak-
ing Megan Rose Burnell of
Ellijay, to the hospital and
then fleeing on foot. The
couple had been involved
in a gunfight with four
men who came to
Stafford’s home at 573
Simmons Drive to “collect
a debt” from a drug deal,
Capt. Frank Copeland
said. 

Three of the four men
who arrived were armed
and shooting broke out, he
added. A neighbor said she
heard between 10 to 15
shots fired.

Stafford is currently
charged with aggravated
assault, possession of a
firearm by a convicted
felon and probation viola-
tion, according to jail
records. He may be
charged with burglary and
possibly other counts as
the investigation contin-
ues, Sheriff Stacy Nichol-
son said.

Burnell, 26, of 242
Llama Lane was charged
Feb. 20 with felony mak-
ing a false statement. She
was released from the hos-
pital after having a leg
wound treated.

The four men who came
to Stafford’s home were
Lloyd Silvers, 46, his
brother Ricky Silvers, 56
(both of Murray County),
Dennis Gravely, 48, of
Blue Ridge, and Ben For-
rest of Chatsworth. Ricky
Silvers was treated for a
head wound and is now in
the Gilmer County jail, as
are Lloyd Silvers and
Gravely. Forrest remains
in critical condition with a
head wound at Atlanta
Medical Center, a spokes-
woman said. 

Gravely and Ricky Sil-
vers have each been
charged with two counts of
felony aggravated assault.
Lloyd Silvers has been
charged with two felony
aggravated assault counts
and a parole violation. 

Arrested for hindering
authorities

Four Ellijay residents
have been arrested for
helping Stafford evade
authorities. Rose Burnell’s
brother, Tanner Burnell,
27, also of 242 Llama
Lane, was charged Feb. 17
with hindering the appre-
hension of a criminal and
probation violation. Don-
ald Russell Greer, 41, of
1391 East New Hope
Road, was charged with
hindering and making
false statements. Joyce
Lynn Greer, 55, of the

same address, and Ronald
Burton Greer, 40, of 1345
East New Hope Road,
were charged Feb. 20 with
making false statements.
All the charges are
felonies.

Nicholson said the
Greers are brothers and
that Joyce Greer is mar-
ried to one of them.
Charges against the five
men involved in the Feb.
10 shooting could be
upgraded if Forrest
doesn’t pull through, he
added.

“We are still monitoring
(Forrest’s) status,” Nichol-
son said. “It appears he
has a bleak outlook for
even surviving. If he dies,
most of these folks that
are charged, those charges
are going to change a little
bit.”

‘Trying to cover his face’
Mike Smith of Pleasant

Hill Road called authori-
ties on Monday, Feb. 18,
after he saw a stranger
walking along the road-
side.

“After the helicopter
chase and the dog chase
on Sunday night (Feb. 17),

about 2 or 3 in the after-
noon (Monday) he walked
down the street with a
jacket over his head,” he
said. “It looked like he was
trying to cover his face. So
he comes walking down
the road and I thought he
was my neighbor so I
started yelling for him to
talk to him, and he finally
dropped the coat and it
wasn’t my neighbor.”

Smith said the man told
him he was “visiting
friends.”

“He (walked by) the
house and I called the
police department to see if
they’d caught (Stafford)
and they said they were
still working on it,” he
related. “I said, ‘Well,
somebody was just walk-
ing down the road, tan
leather jacket, blue jeans
and a blue shirt.’ I thought
he was in his 30s, but it
turned out he was a lot
older.”

Nicholson said he was
“absolutely sure” Smith’s
sighting was of Stafford.
He said hundreds of hours
were logged in the search
for Stafford and both

search dogs — the other
one is “Rico” — were used.

Stafford ‘pretty tired’
“We felt like we had him

definitely on foot in that
area and we found two dif-
ferent locations where we
felt like he had spent the
night,” said Nicholson.
“One was in a camper — it
wasn’t within the knowl-
edge of the owner — in
fact, the owner confirmed
it had been broken into.
And then (he stayed in)
like an old pump house.
When we felt like we had

him out there on foot with
no vehicle, that’s when we
started turning the heat
up big time on his friends
and associates, and that’s
ultimately how we caught
him — with a tip from an
associate.”

Nicholson confirmed
Stafford was “pretty tired”
when he was caught in the
woods.

“Once Daisy got on track
from the house there (at
Rainbow Lake), it was
probably about 10 or 15
minutes before they had
him in custody,” he said.

Fugitive
from 1A

Megan Rose Burnell Donald Russell Greer Joyce Lynn Greer Robert Burton Greer
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A combination of wet ground and strong
winds toppled trees onto power lines Tuesday
morning, leaving almost 3,000 residents
without electricity, power company officials
said.

After steady rain that began after midnight
on Feb. 26, winds picked up and Amicalola
EMC and Georgia Power personnel began
receiving numerous calls of outages after
daybreak.

“Right now we have about 2,600 members
without power in Gilmer County,” AEMC
spokeswoman Stacey Fields said around 9
a.m. Tuesday. “There are three outages pri-
marily that are the bulk of this 2,600. All
three of these outages that are taking place
right now just occurred in the last hour-and-
a-half, around 7:30 a.m.”

Fields detailed that one outage that had
157 members without power hit the Pleasant
Grove Road-Timberwalk Drive-Sunset
Grove-Legion Road area west and southwest

of Ellijay off Highway 282. Another larger
outage affecting 2,155 members was in the
Ball Creek Road-Beaver Forest-Beaver Lake
Drive-Berean Church area.

“There are several other outages that are
widespread (and) scattered with less than 50
members out — just one or two or 10 or 15
outages, very small areas,” she added. “We
did have outages that happened earlier in the
morning that have been restored. But the
ones we have now (still out) were after day-
break.”

Fields said AEMC crews are “on call” 24
hours a day, seven days a week.

“They’re out working and they’ll have
power restored as soon as we safely can,” she
advised.

A Georgia Power spokesman in Ellijay said
the utility had 268 customers without power
Tuesday morning — with calls coming in
around 7:30 a.m. — but by 9:30 a.m. only 17
customers were still without electricity.

“But if the wind doesn’t stop, we’ll be put-
ting up with this all day,” the spokesman
noted.

Attorney Jeff Floyd of the
public defender’s office,
which represented Montalvo,
said he felt his client was
given a fair sentence.

“I thought it was better
than fair, actually, given the
number of charges, at least
in terms of time,” he said.
“Now these were all along
probation cases the way
things are around here. This
is not the sort of thing they’d
send you off to the peniten-
tiary for a long time. But she
had sat in jail because she
couldn’t make a bond for a
pretty long time, so it’s not
like she didn’t go to jail. She
was in jail for right around
six months, so I think it was
a fair sentence.”

District Attorney Alison
Sosebee said part of Montal-
vo’s sentence is that she “tes-
tify truthfully” about her co-
defendant. Gaudet is cur-
rently involved in mental
health court.

Although Gaudet may still
have to face charges, Sosebee
said mental health court can

provide “structure” in a
defendant’s life.

“(What can be) so benefi-
cial is that it provides servic-
es to people who have mental
health issues that either
have not had those issues
treated in the past or do not
have the ability to pay for
treatment,” she explained.
“It provides a structure that
basically requires them to
take their medications, to go
to group counseling, to go to
individual counseling, and it
provides oversight for people
who otherwise need it so
they don’t constantly get
recycled through the sys-
tem.”

A phone number for Mon-
talvo could not be found.

Crime
from 1A

Montalvo

having an inspection con-
ducted.

“(We) will do vehicle
inspections. We have to do
that because we’re the
appraisal staff,” Lamb told
board members Morgan,
Gaddis, Porter, Jeff  Hol-
loway and BJ Reece. 

The assessors office will
inspect motor vehicles
under appeal one day a
month. Inspections will be
conducted the second
Thursday of each month,
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

If enough evidence is
available, the office will  be
able to recommend chang-
ing the value for a vehicle,
much the same way it can
for appealed real estate
values. Appeals denied by
the assessor board will be
forwarded to the board of
equalization for a subse-
quent hearing.

“(This bill) has been
pushed by dealerships (the
last) four years and now
it’s having an impact,” said
Lamb of the new tax laws.

Inspecting appealed
vehicles is expected to cre-
ate a wealth of additional
work, as well as more
paperwork, for the  office,
Lamb suggested. 

“All this (comes at) a
cost to the county,” said
Lamb, who did not give an
estimate on the costs since
it is unknown how many
appeals will be generated.

Lamb added that he
approached board of com-
misson chairman JC  San-
ford about hiring another
employee to offset the per-
ceived influx of motor
vehicle appeals once the
title tax is in place.

“The chairman is of the
opinion it’s not going to
create any additional
activity,” Lamb said.
“We’re just going to have
to wait and see.”

After reviewing five
vehicle appeals at the
meeting, board members
came to the conclusion
that they didn’t have
enough documentation or
reference material on
hand to decide on four of
them. 

Lamb said the office

doesn’t currently have a
blue book or assessment
database in place for
motor vehicles. 

“There’s never been pro-
cedures before,” he added.

Morgan said he would
be able to get the office  an
NADA (National Automo-
bile Dealers Association)
guidebook that lists
appraisals for motor vehi-
cles in various conditions.

“It’s going to be interest-
ing, extremely, I think,”
said Morgan of the new
requirements.

Lamb told those in
attendance that, as of July
2012, there were 16,918
registered cars and 9,201
registered trucks in
Gilmer County. 

He referenced the state
Department of Revenue’s
advisement for county
courthouses across the
state to consider “beefing
up” security in prepara-
tion for the title tax imple-
mentation.

“Now I see why,” added
Lamb about the vehicle
tax switchover. “Some
folks are going to be
upset.”

Assessor
from 1A

Thousands powerless
after rain, wind
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