
Georgia Department of
Labor

The Georgia Depart-
ment of Labor announced
recently that Georgia’s
seasonally adjusted
unemployment rate for
January was 8.7 percent,
unchanged from Decem-
ber. The rate was 9.3 per-

cent in January a year
ago. 
There was a loss of
47,700 mostly seasonal
jobs and an increase in
initial claims for unem-
ployment insurance ben-
efits over the month, but
the increases were not
enough to impact the
unemployment rate.

“The good news in this
report is that we lost the
fewest jobs for January
since 1987,” said State
Labor Commissioner
Mark Butler. “And, we
start the year with
79,600 more jobs in Janu-
ary than we had in the
same period a year ago.” 
The number of jobs

increased to 3,956,300
from 3,876,700 in Janu-
ary 2012. Most of the
over-the-year job growth
came in professional and
business services, 25,500;
leisure and hospitality,
21,300; education and
health care, 16,100;
trade, transportation,
and warehousing, 13,000,
and manufacturing
5,800.
The number of first-
time claims for unem-
ployment insurance ben-
efits, resulting from lay-
offs during the month,
increased by 20,669 to
71,530 from 50,861 in
December.  The increase

is mostly from seasonal
layoffs in manufacturing,
administrative and sup-
port services, construc-
tion and retail trade.
However, the number of
initial claims was down
by 6,226, over the year,
dropping from 77,756 in
January 2012. Most of
the over-the-year decline
came in manufacturing,
retail trade, construction,
accommodations and
food services and trans-
portation and warehous-
ing. 
Georgia’s labor force
grew by 15,704, reaching
4,846,362 in January, its
highest level since July

2008. The labor force has
grown by 54,127, or 1.1
percent, from 4,792,635
in January 2012.  
The number of long-
term unemployed work-
ers declined by 3,700 to
191,300 in January, its
lowest level in 35
months. The long-term
unemployed — those out
of work for more than 26
weeks — make up 45.2
percent of those unem-
ployed in Georgia. 
Connect with us on
Facebook, YouTube and
Twitter @GeorgiaDOL.
You can access all pages
via our website at
www.dol.state.ga.us.   

Georgia’s unemployment rate unchanged at 8.7 percent in January

The trillion dollar stim-
ulus of 2009 was not
timely, targeted or tem-
porary as advertised — it
became the status quo.
Total federal spending
has never declined to pre-
stimulus levels. 
But now, whenever
spending reductions
come to the fore, the pres-
ident rolls out scary
sounding statistics and
warns of grave conse-
quences. We must
remember that these
inflated funding levels
were never supposed to
be permanent, and to try
to make them so through
fear and misinformation
is a betrayal of the public
trust.
The deficits and debt
from the Obama years
are the real danger to our
country, particularly to
future generations. This
year we will lose $224 bil-
lion of your tax dollars in
debt interest payments to
China and elsewhere.
That amount is nearly
three times the size of
the sequester, or the
equivalent of what the
federal government
spends on K-12 education

and veterans’ benefits
combined. 
Our debt interest pay-
ments are projected to
increase 200 percent by
the end of the decade. All
the Obama tax increases
in the world cannot solve
such a terrible case of
overspending.
Although the sequester
shaves a tiny portion off
the federal budget, most
agree that the across-the-
board method is unwise.
It doesn’t make sense to
cut valuable military pro-
grams and wasteful
activities by the same
percentage. We should
just zero-out, or elimi-
nate, the wasteful pro-
grams. 
I’ve joined House
Republicans in passing
two bills to make the cuts
smarter and targeted,
but the president and the
Senate Democrats have
ignored us, demanding
more tax increases on top
of the $600 billion plus
tax hike they imposed in
January.
The American people
should neither be fooled
nor bullied by the presi-
dent’s latest campaign to
raid our wallets. You are
not the problem. No one
should be talking about
tax increases when the

government wastes $115
billion on improper pay-
ments as it did in 2011.
No one should demand
that you send more of
your paycheck to Wash-
ington to fund the $2.2
billion federal program
for free cell phones. 
And it is shameful for
the president to say
Americans do not pay
their fair share when the
government squanders
money on overlapping
projects like our 47 differ-
ent job training programs
and 94 different green
building initiatives.
There is enough federal
waste to clog every toilet
in Washington.
It would be a shame to
see so much wasteful
spending continue as
worthy programs get hit
by the across-the-board
cuts. But, if the president
continues to reject a
smarter approach and
insist on more tax
increases, then seques-
tration will go forward.
And, while it’s early yet, I
predict the United States
will survive the 2 percent
budget cut.

(Tom Graves, a Repub-
lican, represents Georgia
in Congress and serves on
the House Appropriations
Committee.)
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 Buy - Sell - Trade - Repair!
 The Gun Pro Shop carries handguns, long guns, 
 ammunition and accessories. Our team can help with 
 your shooting accuracy, outfitting safari or exotic 
 game hunting expeditions, gun repairs, custom 
 firearms and find or recommend a gun for you! 

 Talona Village Shopping Center,  Hwy. 515 south of Walmart, Ellijay, GA 

 The Gun Pro Shop  G UNSMITH  O N  P REMISES  

 gunpro@etcmail.com 
 www.thegunproshop.com (706) 698-GUNS (4867)

 Now accepting new patients. 
 Keep your pearly whites bright!

 706.698.3384

 60 Highland Court • Suite 202 • East Ellijay, GA 30540

 www.lykinsfamilydentistry.com

 Dr. Shay Lykins

 Mon. - Thurs. 
 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

 with a gentle and caring touch

 Emphasis on Preventative Care
 • Cosmetic Dentistry
 • Crowns, Bonding and Veneers
 • Implant Restoration
 • Nitrous Oxide (laughing gas)
 • Dentures, Partials, Bridges
 • Extractions
 • Emergency Appointments

Department of Correc-
tions, according to the
calendar. Lloyd Silvers is
also charged with a
parole violation.
The Silvers brothers,
along with Dennis
Gravely, 48, of Blue
Ridge, and Ben Forrest of
Chatsworth, traveled to
the home of James
Michael Stafford, 49, of
573 Simmons Drive to
“collect a debt” on a drug
deal, according to author-
ities. In the ensuing gun-
fight — where neighbors
said they heard 10 to 15
shots fired — Forrest and
Ricky Silvers were each
shot in the head, and
Stafford’s girlfriend,
Megan Rose Burnell, 26,
of Ellijay, was shot in the
leg.
Ricky Silvers was
released from a medical
facility and taken into
custody at the Gilmer
County jail Feb. 12. Bur-
nell was released from
North Georgia Medical
Center with nonlife-
threatening injuries and
was charged Feb. 20 with
a felony count of making
a false statement. She
has a $2,500 bond but
remains in the county
jail, according to a
spokeswoman. 
Forrest was released
from Atlanta Medical
Center on March 11,
according to a spokes-
woman. A Gilmer County

Sheriff’s Office spokes-
woman said the Georgia
Bureau of Investigation
has warrants on Forrest
but she did not know the
nature of the warrants. 
Sheriff Stacy Nicholson
said Forrest should be
entering another medical
facility soon.
“(Forrest) should be
going to an in-house
rehab facility such as the
Shepherd spinal center,”
he said. “He cannot walk,
at least without assis-
tance.”
Stafford is charged
with felony aggravated
assault, possession of a
firearm by a convicted
felon and felony proba-
tion violation, according
to jail records. He also
remains in the county
jail. Stafford fled NGMC
after taking Megan Bur-
nell to the hospital to be
treated and was not cap-
tured until Feb. 20 in the
Pleasant Hill community. 
Burnell’s brother, Tan-

ner Evan Burnell, 27, of
Ellijay, was arraigned
Tuesday on a count of
hindering the apprehen-
sion or punishment of a
criminal, a felony. He has
“original offenses” of pos-
session with intent to
distribute marijuana and
distributing marijuana,
according to court docu-
ments, and remains in
the county jail.
Three other individuals
have been arrested in the
case. Donald Russell
Greer, 41, is charged with
hindering the apprehen-
sion of a criminal and
making false statements.
Joyce Lynn Greer, 55,
and Ronald Burton
Greer, 40, are charged
with making false state-
ments. All three are from
Ellijay and all the
charges are felonies.
None of them are listed
as currently being in the
county jail, according to
the sheriff’s office web-
site (gilmersheriff.com).

Shooting
from 1A

year, we feel certain. But
as for this year, it’s dead
... we were just there in
the gallery so they could
see us as they voted if it
came up.”
Nicholson was asked
why House Bill 1 was
proposed, in his view.
“(Willard) is a criminal
defense attorney, and
that’s one of two groups
that bill will benefit —
defense attorneys and
drug dealers,” he replied.
“I don’t think he’s a drug
dealer but he’s most defi-
nitely a defense attorney.
We fought him two years
ago on private process
servers. He had a bill to
authorize private process
servers to work through-
out the state without the
approval of the local
courts or the sheriffs, and
we beat him on that. And
it’s been a bad relation-
ship with that particular
representative ever since.
“I don’t know if a little
bit of (HB 1) was not just
from an angle of spite.”

Protects ‘wrongly
accused’

But Willard told the
MonroePatch newspaper
(monroe-ga.patch.com)

the bill was actually
designed to protect those
wrongly accused who
might inadvertently end
up losing their property.
“It’s designed to protect
those with the least
means among us,”
Willard said. “The bill
doesn’t do anything to
stop the fruits of criminal
activity being appropriat-
ed. It just makes sure
that it allows for due
process and requires the
appropriate judicial over-
sight. There must be a
reasonable procedure for
someone to get their
property back in those
cases.”
Willard told the Mon-

roePatch the bill also
requires the money and
property seized to be
tracked.
“It requires a level of
transparency. For some
reason this does not sit
well with many sheriffs,”
Willard said.
Seized property and
funds determined to be
gained from criminal
enterprise can be used by
sheriffs’ offices for speci-
fied purposes, such as the
acquisition of equipment,
training, drug abuse pre-
vention and other “lawful
purposes,” Nicholson
said. 
But he expressed he

was “disappointed” in
Willard’s behavior under
the Gold Dome.
“We spent two full days
in Atlanta last week, and
to be honest, I was disap-
pointed at the childish-
ness of that particular
representative (and) how
he acted toward us — it
was just unbelievable,”
he said. “But it is what it
is. I think the sheriffs
were all standing togeth-
er for a common, good
cause — and it was not a
self-serving cause. It’s for
the true good of law
enforcement and fighting
drugs.”
Walton County Sheriff
Joe Chapman elaborated
on his view of the bill to
the Patch.
“Drug users and deal-
ers get nothing more
than a slap on the hand
from our state prison sys-
tem. Now that we’ve had
‘judicial reform’ drug
dealers don’t even get a
slap on the hand, we sim-
ply put them on proba-
tion and tell them not to
do it again,” Chapman
said. “Currently the only
real retribution is to take
the things that were
gained from their illegal
drug activity. The only
people that this (bill) ben-
efits are the drug dealers
and lawyers.”

Sheriff’s
from 1A

Check us out 
on the world wide web...
www.timescourier.com
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