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Local residents will be
able to safely drop off and
have disposed any
unwanted or expired pre-
scription drugs at a collec-
tion event presented for
the first time by the
Gilmer County Sheriff’s
Office.
The Take Back event ––

held in cooperation with
the Drug  Enforcement
Administration (DEA) and
the Council on Alcohol and
Drugs –– will occur in the
main lobby of the Gilmer
County Courthouse Satur-
day, April 27, from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m.
Sheriff Stacy Nicholson

said Take Back collection
drives  will be held nation-
wide April 27 to encourage
persons to safely get rid of
substances that could
cause harm in their or
another’s household.
No paperwork or pre-

scriptions will be request-
ed of those dropping off
medications. The process is

basically  anonymous, con-
firmed Nicholson.
“Anyone can bring it.

We’re not going to be
checking prescriptions,” he

said.
A goal shared by the

sheriff’s department and
the  Take Back initiative is
to remove potentially

harmful medicines from
households with children
who might ingest them out
of curiosity.
That’s not just some-

thing that could happen to
toddlers or  preteens,
Nicholson confirmed.
Teenagers and even adults
are suseptible to harmful
or fatal effects caused by
ingesting prescription
drugs that belong to some-
one else.
“Our goal is to get these

(unused) prescription
drugs out of the homes and
destroy them in an envi-
ronmentally safe manner,”
said Nicholson.
Flushing old pills or liq-

uid medicine may be a
common process, but is not
recommended as a safe
means of disposal, the
sheriff advised. Doing so
introduces stray chemicals
into the water system that
are often not filtered out
by treatment processes. 
The sheriff said all col-

lected medication will be
incinerated.
Information provided by

the sheriff’s department
said Americans turned in
244 tons of prescription

Two recent assignments
have involved different
ways groups in this com-

munity assist
kids in need.
When we refer

to a “child in
need,” what that
child needs often
ranges from
food, clothing or
shelter to some-
thing as basic
and human as
love and atten-
tion.
When speak-

ing to Julie Jabaley, who
recently took over as executive
director of the Craddock Cen-
ter in Cherry Log, she told me
how she hopes to expand serv-
ices at the local nonprofit to
include more work with chil-
dren in need.
Jabaley called that goal pro-

viding “food security.”
It’s tough for some of us to

imagine going to bed hungry at
night or trying to fulfill our
daily responsibilities with an
empty stomach.
Still, it happens. Not just in

remote, third world countries,
but right here at home, too. 
Children who don’t get

enough to eat at home struggle
to keep up in school.  Our own
brains don’t function as well as
they could when our stomachs
start to rumble. Imagine that
void being ever present as you
fight to stay focused and atten-
tive in the classroom. 
Jabaley said there is funding

available for counties that uti-
lize coalitions or teams of dif-
ferent community staples ––
churches, municipalities, non-
profits, etc. –– to develop game-
plans to combat child hunger.
The money is out there. All

that’s needed is a team and a
plan. 
The Craddock Center

already helps kids in need
through the Snack in a Back-
pack and summer camp pro-
grams. I hope its new director
finds the cooperation she’s
looking for so hungry kids in
this community have a better
chance to succeed in school.
At a reception held Tuesday,

April 23, at the Gilmer County
Courthouse, several local Court
Appointed Special Advocates
(or CASAs) gathered alongside
representatives from local
court and law enforcement
bodies to observe both Crime
Victims Rights Week and
National Child Abuse Aware-
ness and Prevention Month.
One of the event’s speakers,

Superior Court Judge Amanda
Mercier, focused on mental
health issues in her address.
Her point was that mental ill-
nesses that can be treated
often go undiagnosed in chil-
dren. By the time some of
those undiagnosed kids reach
adulthood, the illness has
taken control of their lives and
can result in tragedy.
“(Often) they become your

bullies or are bullied,” Mercier
said of kids with undiagnosed
mental illnesses.
Paul Freeman, a guest

speaker from the Atlanta divi-
sion of the FBI, praised local
CASAs for volunteering their
services to help kids involved
in perilous court proceedings.
“You’re (like) staff, you just

don’t get paid,” Freeman told
the volunteers. 
He added that much of his

work involves helping children
who have been subjected to
human trafficking –– sold as
objects.
Again, it’s tough to imagine

something like that could hap-
pen so close to home. Sadly,
though, it does.
Fortunately, there are people

out there and right here dedi-
cated to what Freeman called
turning victims into “survivors,
then thrivers,” who are not
controlled by their past.

www.timescourier.com

Gilmer Living B
Thursday, April 25, 2013

Michael

Andrews
Features Editor

andrews@

timescourier.com

Helping kids in
need close to home
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Not rained out yet
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Heavy rains that soaked the county Friday, April 19, did not stop Ellijay Lion

Vernon Haugen and several of his fellow Lions Club members from collecting

donations in support of White Cane Days. Through White Cane drives, the

club collects donations that are put toward outreach projects for sight-

impaired children and adults. Lion Jim Harding said donations made here ben-

efit the Georgia Lions Lighthouse Foundation, which provides eyeglasses,

eye exams and surgeries to qualifying Georgia residents. 

Take Back event to offer safe 
drop off, disposal of prescription drugs

Relay For Life taking 
cancer fight to fairgrounds May 17

Relay For Life of Gilmer County

For years, the annual Gilmer County Relay for Life,
held each year in support of the American Cancer
Society (ACS), has taken place at Huff-Mosley Memo-
rial Stadium on the campus of Gilmer High School.
Current and past Relay volunteer committees, as well
as and the ACS, could not thank Gilmer High enough
for the use of this facility.
This year, however, the Gilmer Relay will be held at

the Ellijay Lions Club Fairgrounds just down the hill
from the stadium. The overnight fundraiser is set to
begin Friday, May 17, at 7 p.m. 
“While Huff-Mosley Stadium is a great facility, in

the last few years we have struggled a bit with park-
ing as the event popularity has grown,” ” said Victoria
Silvers, co-chair of this year’s volunteer committee.
Silvers went on to say, “We really want to thank the

Ellijay Lions Club for stepping in and helping us out.” 
Starting in the early evening hours, the Relay is

held overnight as individuals and teams camp out at
the arena with the goal of keeping at least one team
member on the track or pathway at all times. 
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Survivors raise their hands in unison at the honorary first lap of the 2012 Gilmer

County Relay For Life. The annual fundraiser for the fight against cancer will

transition to the Ellijay Lions Club Fairgrounds beginning this year.

At county library

Genealogical
Society to 
help scan 

historic photos
by Whitney Crouch

wcrouch@timescourier.com

While recalling the tornado that ripped through
Ringgold in April 2011, Karen Titus found herself
pondering what it would feel like to lose pieces of
one’s family photos and memorabilia in a natural
disaster. 
“How would you like to lose 150 years of your fam-

ily’s history?” she queried during an interview with
the Times-Courier. 
“We’ve been so fortunate,” she continued, speak-

ing of how Gilmer County has escaped widespread
damage from a tornado like the one in Catoosa
County two years ago. “(But) that’s not to say we
couldn’t be next.” 
As president of the Gilmer County Genealogical

Society,  Titus shared that she lives “in terror” of an
event that could destroy much of the community’s
historical records. 
She went on to explain that the local genealogy

organization is charged to “preserve and protect the

See Relay page 2B

Contributed photo 

Capt. Mike Gobble, left, and Gilmer County Sheriff Stacy Nicholson with the

official drop-off box to be used at a local Take Back prescription drug drop-off

event Saturday, April 27.

See Photos page 2B
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