
when a homestead exemp-
tion is applied for.  The
office will use the same
template for its new “trust-
homestead” application.
Lamb said it’s not very

common here for someone
to apply for a homestead
exemption under the name
of a trust, but it happens.
“It’s not that common but

we do have a few,” he con-
firmed.
Lamb noted that anyone

who applies for a home-
stead exemption as a trust,
but without naming a
trustee, risks losing the
homestead tax break  as
well as the school tax
reprieve available to prop-
erty owners age 65 and
over. 
Property owners who file

for homestead exemptions
as a trust  and fail to name
a trustee will still be
denied, he stressed.
“We have allowed some

trusts when we have been
able to a identify a benefici-
ary,” said Lamb, who noted
he will  present the new
application form for
approval at the board’s
next meeting July  25. 
Even if the form is

immediately adopted,
homestead exemptions
applied for this year will

not take effect until 2014.
Lamb added that an

individual property
owner’s name is important
in that it helps to avoid
“double-dipping” situations
in which trust partners
receive homestead exemp-
tions for multiple parcels of
land.
“Some  (owners) come

up with a trust name
where they don’t want to
be recognized or identi-
fied. We have a hard time
distinguishing if it’s an
individual or there’s
partners involved who
have homesteads else-

where” said Lamb. 
“It’s difficult (to ascertain

individual ownership)
when you have a trust
where the name is XYZ
Trust and the address is
P.O. Box 0000, Anywhere,
USA,” he added.
The chief appraiser

noted that property owners
who apply for homestead
exemptions under the own-
ership of an LLC (limited
liability company) will still
be denied.
“An LLC company,

(receiving a homestead
exemption) is not permiss-
able,”he confirmed.

Assessors
from 1A

shotgun and said he would
burn the camper down.
Sheriff Stacy Nicholson

reported around 3:30 p.m.
Monday that a team of
SWAT (Special Weapons
and Tactics) personnel from
the Gilmer and Cherokee
sheriff’s departments
“cleared” the residence and
no assailant was found.
“We have not decided at

this point whether we’re
going to be able to charge
him with false report of a
crime or not,” said Nicholson
Tuesday afternoon, calling
Brock the complainant and
alleged victim in the case.
“Do we feel like that’s what
happened, a false report of a
crime? Absolutely. We felt
that way — we were about
95 percent sure — the entire
time (of the episode). But we
had to do our thing on the off
chance that wasn’t the case.
Can we prove it just yet?
Not absolutely, but we’re
going to continue with the
investigation.” 
A 911 call came in around

10 a.m. Monday from Brock,
who said another man with
a shotgun had come inside
his residence in the camper

section of Coosawattee,
Nicholson said.
Brock was able to call

911 after the man with the
gun ran him out of the
camper, he told authori-
ties, and said he saw
smoke coming out of one of
the windows. Nicholson
said Brock claimed a
woman — the alleged per-
petrator’s girlfriend whom
Brock said he did not know
— came to his camper
Monday morning to get
away from the alleged
assailant because they
were fighting, then left to
go back to the camper she
had come from. Brock told
officers the man then
showed up with a shotgun
and pointed it at him and
threatened him.
“Search warrants were

performed at his residence
(Tuesday) morning, for
drugs, based on statements
he made (Monday) while we
were interviewing him,”
Nicholson said. “We also
executed a search warrant
at North Georgia Medical
Center as to his blood, pur-
suant to those two warrants
being executed.”

‘A wild story’
Nicholson said meth was

found in the camper and in

Brock’s blood, and he
“admittedly smoked meth
Sunday night” before Mon-
day’s alleged incident. When
asked Monday if it appeared
Brock was under the influ-
ence of drugs or alcohol,
Nicholson replied, “He’s
talking pretty rational, he’s
not talking completely out of
his head. It’s a wild story,
but I’ve been around law
enforcement long enough to
know that wild stories are
true too.”
He said there was “a huge

amount of resources” on the
scene.
“We can’t afford — for

safety purposes, for liabili-
ty purposes — to handle
one of those situations just
off-the-cuff,” he stated. “If
it’s reported, we’re going to
respond to it the same way
every time out of an abun-
dance of caution to keep
anybody from getting hurt.
It’s not often that it hap-
pens, but from time to
time we do have — for
whatever reason, for what-
ever screwed-up, twisted
reason in these people’s
minds, and the drugs may
answer that question —
these wild goose chases.
And it’s our intention to
try and get him to recoup
some of these expenses.”

‘Tens of thousands’ 
in expenses

Nicholson said those costs
reached “way up into tens of
thousands of dollars” since
SWAT teams from two
counties, firefighters and
ambulances were dis-
patched to the scene. Both
Gilmer and Cherokee coun-
ties had around 20 officers
each on the scene, with
Cherokee sending special-
ized equipment and those
who could operate it, he
added.
No residents were evacu-

ated from the area since it
appeared no one was home
at the other campers in the
isolated neighborhood, he
said when asked about evac-
uations. Since there was no
phone line running to the
camper, officers used a pub-
lic address system to try and
contact the alleged assailant
and also considered trying
to get a phone inside the
camper before deciding to
enter it.
Nicholson said on the

department’s Facebook
page late Monday after-
noon, “We absolutely do not
feel that there is any cause
for public concern, and the
investigation will continue.”
County Fire Chief Tony

Pritchett said when fire-

fighters responded to “an
alleged camper fire” inside
the Coosawattee complex
Monday they were “met by
an individual who was
claiming someone was
inside his home with a
shotgun, and the individ-
ual ran him out of his
home and was still inside

setting a fire.”
Pritchett said sheriff’s

office personnel responded
to the scene and estab-
lished a perimeter, and
after Gilmer and Cherokee
County SWAT teams
cleared the camper several
hours later it appeared no
fire had been set.

break-in on the Epworth
side of the Cohutta wilder-
ness on the same day.

Window smashed, 
battery stolen

Hubbard, who said he
and Cynthia both work in
the information technology
field, noted there were
eight or nine cars in the
trailhead at Betty Gap on
Saturday as they prepared
to pack in. They had come
through Ellijay in case they
needed last-minute items
and accessed the wilder-
ness area from Highway 52
West.
“We came out of the

woods and I see this Honda,
and I see the windows
smashed in, and I say,
‘That’s not my car — that’s
a different Honda!’” Hub-
bard recalled. “It sounds
bad, but I was hopeful for a
minute. Then I looked
down the parking lot
because we had to park at
the far end and ours was in
the same state.”
Both cars had the driver’s

windows smashed and
each had the hoods slightly
raised, he said. He also

heard another car at a dif-
ferent trailhead had been
vandalized overnight.
“Come to figure out, they

had popped the hoods and
cut the cables and took the
batteries out,” Hubbard
reported, adding that a
Gilmer sheriff’s office
deputy and detective
arrived to investigate.
“The deputy gave me the

impression — the way the
interior was torn up — that
they were likely looking for
hidden firearms,” Hubbard
said. “That was his guess.
He said they had seen it
before, but didn’t seem to
indicate there was a rash
(of break-ins) lately. They
sent a detective and he
made an attempt to find
some prints. He said they’d
check around some local
pawn shops. I was
impressed — that’s more
than I’d expect around
Atlanta.”
Hubbard said missing

items included his vehicle
registration, CDs, a check-
book, cell phone charger
and Cindy’s work creden-
tials, among other items.
“We are lucky to have had

vandalism insurance ... but
I think the (damage) total
will be quite high,” he said.
“When smashing the win-

dow, they dented the door
and I’m not sure what all
repairs are being done for
what was ripped out under
the steering column.”

Local business 
complimented

But Hubbard said what
“really turned their day
around” was their treat-
ment by a Gilmer County
business, Georgia Moun-
tain Towing.
“They gave us cold drinks

and snacks, dog food — and
even called every car rental
agency they could to try
and find one open,” Hub-
bard said. “They even
showed a sense of embar-
rassment that such a thing
had happened in their com-
munity.”
He said the wrecker busi-

ness also supplied power
steering fluid to their son’s
car when he came to Ellijay
to pick them up. Hubbard
was asked if the wilderness
crime incident would
dampen their enthusiasm
for adventures in the local
mountains.
“It certainly does not

dampen it for coming to the
outdoors, but it’s going to
make me think a little bit
harder about leaving my
car at such a remote place,”

he replied. “I don’t know of
a way to overcome it if I
want to go into the Cohutta
Wilderness.” 
Hubbard said the next

time he may put a visible
note inside his vehicle say-
ing there are no weapons or
other valuables inside the
car.

‘Had an incident up
there before’

Detective Mark Patrick of
the Gilmer sheriff’s office
said he was working the
case that involved the
Honda CRV and a Honda
Fit that were broken into at
Betty Gap.
“We’ve had an incident

up there before,” he said.
“We’re trying to follow some
leads on what we got as of
information on what was
taken and things like that.
It’s an ongoing investiga-
tion.”
In a similar case on Sun-

day, July 14, a Fannin sher-
iff’s office incident report

noted $4,400 in items
taken and damages to a
2006 Toyota Tundra pickup
parked in the Cohutta
Wilderness on the Epworth
side of the mountain range.

Patrick said he was work-
ing with Fannin officers on
the cases. Anyone with
information about the
break-ins can call Patrick
at (706) 635-4646.

Cohuttas
from 1A

 706-515-1551
 Between Walmart & Lowe’s in East Ellijay

 Mon. - Fri.  10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
 Sat. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

 www.northgeorgiadiamond.com
 www.facebook.com/northgeorgiadiamond
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 Immediate 
 Payment!
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 Silver, Diamonds  & Coins & Coins & Coins

TIMES-COURIER • ELLIJAY, GEORGIA THURSDAY, JULY 25, 2013 5A

 •   No  Hidden Fees
 •  Free Tank Set 
 •  Next Day Delivery 
 •  Automatic Delivery 
 •  Budget Pay 
 •  Gas Logs & Heaters
 •   Pre Buy Program

 A Georgia Owned & Run Company for 67 Years!

 7 Depot St. Box #2
 Ellijay, GA 30540
 Call Kerstin today!

 706-276-5950

 Gas Incorporated

 BREAKFAST COUPONS

 Dairy Queen of Ellijay
 (706) 635-2020

 SAUSAGE BISCUIT

 Must present coupon. Offer good thru July 31, 2013. 
 May not be combined with another coupon or discount.

 1  GRAVY  BISCUIT

 2  for   $ 1.99

 Must present coupon. Offer good thru July 31, 2013. 
 May not be combined with another coupon or discount.

 99¢

Hoax
from 1A

Contributed photo

This camper at 5 34th St. in Coosawattee River Resort
was the focus of attention for Gilmer County and
Cherokee County SWAT teams, the county fire depart-
ment and EMTs on July 22. It was determined around
mid-afternoon Monday that an alleged assailant was
not inside, and no instance of arson was found.
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