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A trilling stream flowing
through a leafy glade makes for
a scenic area in southwest
Cherokee County where Kemp
Drive passes over Kellogg Creek
— not far from the bustling
Highway 92 corridor in Wood-
stock.

The peaceful place also marks
the spot where emergency
responders and investigators
gathered on July 2, 2002, to find
the lifeless body of teenager
Katie Hamlin. 

Hamlin, 15, was brutally
raped and murdered and set on
fire by another teenager she
knew, 17-year-old Jamerson
Mangrum, a Cherokee County
jury determined in December of
2005. 

Mangrum was found guilty

and sentenced to life in prison
plus 80 years on three counts of
felony murder, two counts of
aggravated child molestation
and one count each of rape, con-
cealing a death, tampering with
evidence and abandoning a
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Is there anything that tastes
better than a fresh, home-
grown tomato?

I’ve had
unusual suc-
cess this year
with my
tomatoes,
despite the
constant rain.
Maybe that’s
the key.

My plants
are six-feet
tall and loaded
with tomatoes
this year. 

Last year, I planted six plants
and harvested one lone tomato.
And, that one came from a
plant I put in a pot instead of
the garden.

We’ve enjoyed BLTs several
times lately thanks to the
bountiful harvest in the back
yard.

Even the peppers and basil I
planted for Marilyn have done
well. The peppers are waist
high and just now getting
blooms on them. The basil has
become a leafy bush.

Even the marigolds around
the tomatoes are doing well.
Last year, they shriveled into
little brown balls.

The rest of the yard also is
doing very well, other than the
lawn. I recounted earlier how a
fungus has turned much of the
front lawn into a matted, brown
mass. The back lawn is recover-
ing but there are patches that
will need to be reseeded this
fall.

I don’t have that much grass.
I was determined when we
moved here that I was not
going to be a slave to grass
again. I can cut my two lawns
in about 15 minutes with a
hand-push reel mower. If I trim,
it takes another 10 minutes.

If it will stop raining long
enough, I do need to cut the
grass this week.

A neighbor stopped by the
other day and suggested that
because I have such small
grassy areas, that I put down
artificial turf. He told me about
another neighbor who had done
that.

I ran into that neighbor the
next day and asked about his
“grass.” He said the best thing
is that he doesn’t have to mow
it. But the pine needles, acorns
rejected by the squirrels and
the “squiggly” things that fall in
the spring get tangled in the
turf. A leaf blower gets most of
it off the grass.

After talking to him, I decid-
ed to continue struggling with
my natural fescue grass.

My favorite flowers in the
yard are iris. For one thing, the
deer won’t eat them. Iris come
in hundreds of colors and I’ve
ordered many from mail order
garden centers. Most of them
have done well in the past. But
this year, they didn’t bloom that
much. Probably because of the
constant rain.

The black-eyed Susans have
taken over, however. I have sev-
eral patches of them in the
back yard and they’ve been
blooming constantly for more
than a month, adding a bright
yellow centerpiece right outside
our back door.

Marilyn’s comment was,
“They look like sunshine.” 

They are nice, especially with
the gray, rainy days we’ve been
having.

So, between the tomatoes and
rudbeckia, I have to say my
yard is a success this year. It’s
only taken five years to reach
this stage. 

Tomatoes
are the best

Ryan
R Rees

rrees@

timescourier.com
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Cookout held for county’s
emergency personnel

Senior Center to 
host car show Sept. 7

Kids Ferst
applauded 

for partnership
with local teachers
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Above, clockwise from left, Gilmer County Sheriff’s Office employees Sgt.
Blue Patterson, Lt. Brian Crump, detective Jeff Shelton and deputy coroner
Melissa Waddell enjoy a complimentary cookout held last week for the coun-
ty’s emergency response professionals at Ellijay River Park. Accident and
disaster cleanup company Firestar–Parker Young  Construction sponsored
the three-day afternoon and evening cookout Tuesday, Aug. 13, to Thursday,
Aug. 15. The “appreciation day” event was held to show thanks for the efforts
of emergency response personnel during recent flooding.

Bridge marks 
tragic death of 

Ellijay man’s daughter
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Above, Joe Hamlin of Ellijay stands in front of the new
sign at a bridge in southwest Cherokee County
memorializing his late daughter, Katie Hamlin, far
right. Katie was murdered at age 15 in 2002.
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The Gilmer County Senior Center will host a Senior Classics Car and Truck
Show Saturday, Sept. 7, from 2 to 6 p.m., at its facility located at 111 Gilmer Street
in downtown Ellijay. In addition to food, fun and music, the event will feature a
variety of cars and trucks, including classics and hot rods. Trophies for first
place overall car and truck, as well as peoples choice, will be awarded. In the
event of rain, the show will take place Saturday, Sept. 14. The car pre-registra-
tion deadline is Tuesday, Sept. 3, and the price is $15. Registration on the day of
the show will cost $20. For more information, call (706) 635-7688. 

by Whitney Crouch

wcrouch@timescourier.com

Kids Ferst was recently chosen for recogni-
tion in a new incentive program from its parent
organization, Ferst Foundation for Childhood
Literacy (FFCL). 

The Gilmer-based nonprofit, which provides
free books each month to local children from
birth to five years of age, was selected out of
over 70 participating counties statewide as the
Community Action Team (CAT) of the Week for
Aug. 5 – 9. It was given this honor as a result of
its “extraordinary partnership with the Gilmer
County school system,” according to a letter
from FFCL. 

“We are proud that we were one of the first to
be recognized as ‘CAT of the Week,’” shared
Kids Ferst volunteer Judy Harvey in response
to the announcement. “It means a lot to us.” 

Teacher appreciation
FFCL particularly applauded Kids Ferst vol-

unteers for their involvement at the recent
teacher appreciation breakfast hosted by the
Gilmer County Chamber of Commerce. 

During the course of the morning, Kids Ferst
representatives distributed thank you letters
containing coupons and discounts from area
businesses to the 115 teachers in the local
school system who participate in the payroll
deduction program to help provide free books

Contributed photo

Members of the Gilmer County Kids Ferst CAT
(Community Action Team) recently attended
an event hosted in Jasper by its parent organ-
ization, Ferst Foundation for Childhood Litera-
cy. The group donated a gift basket with
apples and other items representing Gilmer
County as a door prize won by representatives
from Pickens County. From left, are Judy Har-
vey, Sharon Smith, Rena Ashworth, Louise
Sweat, Betsy Sheppard and Joan Blomquist. 

Hamlin

See Kids page 3D


	A-Section
	1A-082213-Process
	2A
	3A-Process
	4A
	5A
	6A-Church
	7A-Church
	8A-Process
	9A
	10A
	11A
	12A-Process

	B-Section
	1B
	2B
	3B
	4B
	5B
	6B
	7B
	8B-Process

	C-Section
	1C-Sports082213_Layout 1
	2C-Sports082213_Layout 1
	3C-Sports082213_Layout 1
	4C-Sports082213_Layout 1
	5C FOE
	6C
	7C
	8C-Process
	9C
	10C
	11C
	12C-Process

	D-Section
	 1D
	2D
	3D
	4D
	5D
	6D
	7D
	8D-Process


