
North Georgia 
Employer Committee

The North Georgia
Employer Committee
meets the second Tues-
day of each month at
United Community
Banks, community room
at noon.
Employer Committees

are groups of local busi-
ness representatives
who establish and main-
tain a working relation-
ship between the
employer community
and the Georgia Depart-
ment of Labor (GDOL).
The committees provide
input and guidance in
the development of poli-
cy and legislation by the
Department of Labor as
it impacts Georgia
employers and employ-
ees. They promote

GDOL services among
the employment commu-
nity and identify and
recommend ways to
meet local and state
employment-related
needs. 

Mission statement:
The Georgia Employer

Committee is dedicated
to enhancing the
employment related

services provided by the
Georgia Department of
Labor and to facilitate
communication and
cooperation toward a
strong partnership
between the department
and the business com-
munity of Georgia.  We
would like to invite all
local employers to partic-
ipate in this committee.

North Georgia Employer Committee
meets second Tuesday monthly

Times-Courier • ellijay, GeorGia Thursday, February 6, 2014 11A

 706-515-1551
 Between Walmart & Lowe’s in East Ellijay

 Mon. - Fri.  10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
 Sat. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

 www.northgeorgiadiamond.com
 www.facebook.com/northgeorgiadiamond

 Market Prices
 as of Feb. 4:  GOLD  $ 1,252 30

 No Fees!  No Fees! 
 Immediate  Immediate 
 Payment! Payment!

 Silver, Diamonds  Silver, Diamonds 
 Silver, Diamonds  & Coins & Coins & Coins

 PER 
 OZ. SILVER  $ 19 47

 Ellijay Florist  Ellijay Florist  & Gifts & Gifts

 Balloons • Plush Animals • Chocolates
 w w w. e l l i j a y g a f l o r i s t . c o m

 HOURS:
 Mon.-Fri. 9-5
 Sat. 9-12

 Open late on Valentine’s Day!

 Come in and Register for a Drawing for a

 Drawing on 2/14.  No purchase necessary.

 Free Dinner For Two Free Dinner For Two
 from  Cajun Depot , 67 Depot St., Dozen Roses   from Ellijay Florist Dozen Roses

 and a Free Couple Photo Shoot Free Couple Photo Shoot
 with a free photo disk from  Past, Present & Future  by Connie L. Martin , 49 Depot St.

 49 Depot St., 
 Ellijay

 706-635-2253

 Pre-order by Feb. 7 for Valentine’s Day and 
 Receive a Dozen Roses for $60, 1/2 Dozen for $30!

 Dennis 
 & Regina  Todd, 
 Owners

 For All  Your  Valentine’s  Needs!

Sometimes
it takes a
2 x 4
to get someone’s
attention

a 2x4 ad, that is.

� e Times-Courier 
has all the lumber you need 

to build an e! ective advertising 
and marketing campaign.

Call us today 
and let us help you hit your customers 

with the right sized ad 
for your products and services.

Your news, your community, your newspaper

Times-Courier
Call or email today!

706-635-4313
Kathy Aker Shana Parks
adrep@ adsales@
timescourier.com timescourier.com

MS

The Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Pre-
vention says that half
of all marriages in the
United States end in
divorce. There are
many reasons why cou-
ples choose to call it
quits. However, looking
at divorce in a new
light could keep indi-
viduals together. One
of the most eye-opening
parts of divorce is the
cost. BankRate.com
says the average
divorce costs a person
$20,000. It’s a billion-
dollar industry for
attorneys who general-
ly bill for every call and
every correspondence. 
Couples can think

about funneling that
cost into something
they will enjoy, such as
extra vacations, coun-
seling or spa treat-
ments. It may be possi-
ble to save the mar-
riage by devoting this
financial resource that
would be going to court
and attorney fees back
into activities that
could strengthen the
relationship.

Did you
know? 

‘pre-treat’ the roads and
highways. However, typ-
ically DOT and county
road departments will
spread gravel and sand
on bridges and intersec-
tions. So, the first few
hours of a snow ‘storm’
are critical in adequate-
ly affecting a positive
impact on the road con-
ditions.
“Therefore it is imper-

ative that in any
snow/ice storm that the
public stay off the roads
unless you absolutely
have to be traveling and
give the road crews a
chance to scrape and
salt them. The Depart-
ment of Transportation
cannot effectively scrape
and salt the roads if

they are blocked with
stalled or wrecked vehi-
cles. A prime example is
what occurred in
Atlanta on their inter-
states.
“In last week’s storm,

we responded to an
unusually low amount
of traffic accidents. I
firmly believe this can
be attributed to the pub-
lic service announce-
ments (PSA) that we
release through social
media outlets (Facebook
and Twitter) regarding
road conditions.  
“Secondly, a short

time into the storm, a
joint decision by the law
enforcement agencies
was made to close some
of the more treacherous
roads. A result of these
factors was that the
sheriff’s office respond-
ed to only 47 weather-

related traffic accidents.
This number is about
one third of what we
would normally see in
like conditions of the
past.  
“I want to personally

thank the citizens for
their support of our
social media and for
their cooperation in
staying off the roads
during this latest
weather event. To access
the Gilmer County
Sheriff ’s Office Face-
book page, go to:
www.facebook.com/
gilmersheriff;  for Twit-
ter, go to:
www. tw i t t e r. c om /
gilmersheriff or
@gilmersheriff.  

Icy
from 1A

can for them.” 
Darren Gaddis of

Gilmer Towing said his
crew pulled between 8 to
12 cars per day back onto
the roadways last week,
and were just getting fin-
ished up over the week-
end.
“We had dozens of

calls, it’s just a matter of
how many you can get
to,” he said. “We did our
last few on Saturday in
the shady parts of the
county. We had one (vehi-
cle) turned over in Owl-
town, and had a couple
in Coosawattee (River
Resort) still. But it
seemed like they were
spread out everywhere ...
I think every wrecker
service had quite a few.”
Gaddis said common

sense is the best strategy
in snow and ice.
“If we get another one,

remind people to stay at

home,” he said. “That’s
always best.”
Max Frady of Clark’s

towing said they received
between 300 and 400
calls, not all of which
they could get to. One
wreck on the mountain
in Cherry Log, where a
woman was severely
injured, took two days of
work to retrieve.
“If you’re going to leave

your car, leave your keys

locked up in it,” he
advised of getting stuck
during a snow or ice
event. “I can unlock cars
and get them out, but if a
car’s blocking the road
where the salt truck
can’t get through it clogs
up everything. If I can
get it out of the road, it
helps everybody.”

(Staff writer Ryan Rees
contributed to this 
article.

Helpless
_________from 3A

Contributed photo

The snowstorm also sent local deer searching
for food around the county.


